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Common Core IS the Nationalizing of Education - We Need Your Help 

Those who take the time to see the bigger picture of Common Core understand 

what’s really happening in education. Common Core is data-less decision 

making designed to standardize all children and create a national education 

system and curriculum and as a legislator, the responsibility to stop this is on 

your shoulders. To say we aren’t nationalizing education shows a gross 

disregard for the facts. Further, to believe you can protect our state interests 

while still accepting federal funding and strings is an illusion against all reason.  

If you read nothing else in this booklet, I hope you enjoy the comics. Just realize 

each of them is grounded in truth. 

 

 

Missouri’s new GOP Platform 

Resolution 

“WE RESOLVE:  

As Republicans, we reject Jimmy 

Carter’s U.S. Department of Education 

and vow to eliminate the department. 

Also, we reject President Obama’s 

Race to the Top and Common Core 

Curriculum to establish a national 

curriculum.” 

 

 

“Thanks to the “Common Core” regime, funded with President Obama’s stimulus 

dollars and bolstered by duped Republican governors and business groups, 

deconstructionism is back in style. Traditional literature is under fire. Moral 

relativism is increasingly the norm. ‘Standards’ is Orwell-speak for subjectivity 

and lowest common denominator pedagogy.” - Michelle Malkin 

Common Core State Standards are one piece of a much larger reform package 

being pushed on the States by the Obama administration. (See back cover graphic) 



Federal Law Violations 

Common Core violates many specific federal laws. Here’s a sampling. 

Bill of Rights, Article X: US DoEd has promoted adoption of national curriculum 

standards and created through its contractors, national curriculum materials to 

support those standards. 

Dept. of Education Organization Act (1979): The Council of Chief State 

Superintendents Organization (CCSSO) receives tax money from state dues and 

millions from U.S. DoEd. Federal funds were used to develop the only set of 

national standards available to meet 

criteria required to compete for Race 

to the Top funds (RTTT).  

No Child Left Behind Act, Section 

9529 “Prohibition on Federally 

Sponsored Testing.”: The US DoEd 

violated the law enticing state 

governors to compete for RTTT funds 

by violating this law forbidding 

federally sponsoring national 

assessment programs. The feds have 

sponsored two consortia, Smarter 

Balanced, and Partnership for 

Assessment of Readiness for College 

and Career (PARCC). 

Bill of Rights, Article IV: We have a 

right to be secure in our persons. Common Core forces the creation of a state 

longitudinal database system that will include biometric data to be shared with 

entities across and outside of government. 

General Education Provisions Act: “No provision...shall be construed to authorize 

any department, agency, officer, or employee of the United States to exercise any 

direction, supervision, or control over the curriculum...” 

Those who can’t see Common Core is the nationalizing of education  

have their heads in the sand.   



What happens when a mom hears about Common Core for the first 

time and decides to do her own homework as to what it’s all about? 

http://www.utahnsagainstcommoncore.com/children-for-sale/ 

Alyson Williams writes: 

That first day my husband picked up the flyer and asked me, “What is Common 

Core?” To be honest, I had no idea. We looked it up online... 

I learned a lot. 

I learned that the standards were state 

accepted, but definitely not “state led.” 

I learned that the international benchmark 

claim is pretty shaky... 

I learned that there was NO public input 

before the standards were adopted. State-

level decision makers had very little time 

themselves and had to agree to them in 

principle as the actual standards were not 

yet complete. 

I learned that the only content experts on 

the panel to review the standards had 

refused to sign off on them, and why they 

thought the standards were flawed. 

I learned that much of the specific standards are not supported by research but are 

considered experimental. 

I learned that in addition to national standards we agreed to new national tests that 

are funded and controlled by the federal government. 

I learned that in my state, a portion of teacher pay is dependent on student test 

performance. 

I learned that not only test scores, but additional personal information about my 

children and our family would be tracked in a state-wide data collection project for 

the express purpose of making decisions about their educational path and 

“aligning” them with the workforce. 



I learned that there are fields for tracking home-schooled children in this database 

too. 

I learned that the first step toward getting pre-school age children into this data 

project is currently underway with new legislation that would start a new state 

preschool program. 

I learned that this data project was federally funded with a stipulation that it be 

compatible with other state’s data projects. Wouldn’t this feature create a de facto 

national database of children?  

I learned that my parental rights to 

deny the collection of this data or 

restrict who has access to it have been 

changed at the federal level through 

executive regulation, not the 

legislative process. 

I learned that these rights as protected 

under state law are currently under 

review and could also be changed. 

I learned that the financing, writing, 

evaluation, and promotion of the 

standards had all been done by non-

governmental special interest groups 

with a common agenda. 

I learned that their agenda was in 

direct conflict with what I consider to 

be the best interests of my children, my family, and even my country... 

When I was told that the end would justify the means, that it was for the common 

good of our children and our society, and to sit back and trust that they had my 

children’s best interests at heart – they lost my trust. 

As I listened to the Governor and education policy makers on a state and national 

level speak about my children and their education in terms of tracking, alignment, 

workforce, and human capital – I was offended. 

When I was told that this is a done deal, and there was nothing as a parent or 

citizen that I could do about it – I was motivated. 

Finally, I learned one more very important thing. I am not the only one who 

feels this way... 



Common Core is part of a Global Agenda (Agenda 21) 

http://www.utahnsagainstcommoncore.com/the-common-core-lie/ (full timeline & references) 

 

In 1992, Marc Tucker, president of the National Center for Education, wrote 

Hillary Clinton about nationalizing education. He stated the goal is “to remold the 

entire American system” into “a seamless web that literally extends from cradle 

to grave and is the same systems for everyone,” coordinated by “a system of 

labor market boards at the local, state and federal levels” where curriculum and 

“job matching” will be handled by 

counselors “accessing the 

integrated computer-based 

program.” 

In 2004, the Bill & Melinda Gates 

Foundation signed a contract with 

UNESCO (the U.N. Education 

organization) to help fulfill their 

Millennium Campaign Goal of 

Universal Education. 

In 2005, Gates funds Marc Tucker’s 

new commission on education. 

In 2008, the Gates Foundation 

pours $20 million into the NGA 

and CCSSO to fund creation of the 

Common Core Standards. 

In 2009, the Gates Foundation gave $1 million to the Fordham Institute to have 

them review Common Core Standards, $1 million to the national PTA to promote 

it through state organizations, and nearly $400,000 to ALEC to stop their anti-

Common Core model legislation resolution. 

To date, the Gates Foundation has poured over $173 million into the creation 

and promotion of Common Core in order to fulfill their contract with UNESCO to 

create a global education system. 

 



Cradle-to-Grave & School-to-Work - Common Core sets us up with the 

Statewide Longitudinal Database System Utah has adopted. 

 

“The North Star guiding the alignment of our cradle-to-career education agenda 

is President Obama’s goal that America will once again have the highest 

proportion of college graduates in the world.” – Sec. of Education Arne Duncan in 

2010 Speech to UNESCO 

“Our goal for the coming year 

will be to work closely with 

global partners, including 

UNESCO, to promote qualitative 

improvements and system 

strengthening.” -ibid 

“Traditionally, the federal 

government in the U.S. has had 

a limited role in education 

policy.  The Obama 

administration has sought to 

fundamentally shift the federal 

role, so that the Department is 

doing much more to support 

reform and innovation in states, 

districts, and local 

communities.” -ibid 

“Hopefully, some day, we can track children from preschool to high school and 

from high school to college and college to career.” – Sec. of Education Arne 

Duncan in 2009 speech at the Institute of Education Sciences 

The data collected through Common Core testing is designed  

to be shared across all federal agencies. 

  



No Child Left Behind and Common Core LOWERS Standards 

 

“[Secretary of Education Arne] Duncan said that NCLB has become a well-

intended, but overly-prescriptive law that created incentives to lower standards, 

encouraged teaching to the test, mislabeled many schools as failures, and 

prescribed a one-size-fits-all accountability system that failed to support local 

solutions and innovation.” (http://www.ed.gov/blog/2013/02/duncan-to-

congress-giving-states-flexibility-is-working/) 

What a hypocrite! Common Core is also a one-size-fits-all accountability system 

that fails to support local solutions and 

innovation, encourages teaching to a 

national test, and has lowered Utah 

math standards by a full grade level. 

“Over three-fourths of all U.S. public 

school students now reside in states 

that have voluntarily adopted higher, 

common college-ready standards that 

are internationally benchmarked. That 

is an absolute game-changer in a 

system which until now set 50 

different goalposts for success.” – Sec. 

Arne Duncan in 2010 speech to 

UNESCO 

 

What’s voluntary about a federal bribe? These standards are lower than the 

standards quite a few states had before adopting them.  

 

“It is one of the happy incidents of the federal system, that a single courageous 

state may, if its citizens choose, serve as a laboratory; and try novel social and 

economic experiments without risk to the rest of the country.” 

-Justice Louis D. Brandeis 



Common Core Erases Competition 

 

Where will the innovation come from when everyone is on the same set of 

standards, teaching to the same tests, using the same curriculum materials from 

major publishers who helped create the standards? There is no competition with 

Common Core.  

 

“In practice, Common Core’s 

dubious ‘college-ready’ and 

‘career-ready’ standards 

undermine local control of 

education, usurp state autonomy 

over curricular materials, and 

foist untested, mediocre, and 

incoherent pedagogical theories 

on America’s schoolchildren.” –

Michelle Malkin, Common Core 

Corrupts 

 

Did you know that Phil Daro, one 

of the drafters of the Common 

Core math standards said, “the 

reason we have standards is because of the social justice agenda, to make sure all 

kids get enough math to have a decent opportunity.” Phil’s idea of “enough 

math” is middle school math. Slow down the advanced students, and give them 

longer periods with lesser math. This is why we now finish algebra 1 in 9th grade 

and students on a regular pathway through high school get a pre-calculus course 

in 12th grade instead of an authentic calculus course. We are hurting our future. 

 

 

 



The Standards Were Not State Led 

You have been lied to. 

Our own State Office of Education that claims to have been highly involved with 

the creation of Common Core didn’t even know who was on the drafting 

committee of the standards.  

Further, after the standards were published, this copyright appears on the 

standards. 

 

The NGA and CCSSO are non-

governmental organizations. They 

created Common Core with $20 

million of funding from the Gates 

Foundation which is committed to 

enacting a global education system 

under Microsoft’s 2004 contract with 

UNESCO, the U.N.’s Education arm.  

There is no amendment process to 

modify the standards. They are 

copyrighted, not open-licensed. It 

really doesn’t even matter if they 

were state-led or federally-led 

because they are owned by private 

organizations who control them. 

There is no data to support claims of "increased rigor." Making policy changes 

based on no evidence amounts to "education malpractice" according 

to Dr.Christopher Tienken of Seton Hall University.  Dr. Jim Milgram said 

concerning the math standards, “A number of these [State Dept. of Ed.] were 

mainly focused on things like making the standards as non-challenging as 

possible.” 



The Utah State Office of Education Paperweight 

 

The Utah State Office of Education recently published a 204 page booklet touting 

all the greatness of Common Core. Unfortunately, their paperweight is full of 

misrepresentations. 

In the very first pages they relate the last few years history of math standards in 

Utah. Having been intimately involved in getting Utah to the point of replacing 

our old standards, this history is full of holes. It was the state office of education 

that actually worked to NOT 

implement the modifications that Dr. 

Hung-Hsi Wu (the external reviewer) 

suggested needed made after Utahns 

created new standards in 2007.  

When the USOE adopted Common 

Core they did so by trashing the hard 

work that went into our A- rated 2007 

standards. 

The USOE has said an advantage of 

Common Core is portability of 

students between states. 

Unfortunately they crushed this idea 

by being the only state besides 

Vermont to adopt upper math in the 

integrated fashion instead of discrete 

individual course years for upper math like algebra, geometry, trigonometry, 

and calculus. They did this to implement constructivist math, one of the more 

deadly educational fads. 

 

 

  



The Utah State Office of Education Paperweight (Cont.) 

 

When Dr. Sandra Stotsky, a member of the Common Core validation committee 

who refused to sign off on the pathetic standards, saw the USOE document, she 

immediately replied with a lengthy email taking issue with their loose “facts.” 

Dr. Stotsky’s email: 

Myths propagated by advocates of Common Core’s standards  

1.  Myth (Lie): Common Core was a 

state-led initiative.   

Truth:  Common Core was funded 

and directed behind-the-scenes by 

the Gates Foundation at every 

step.  Gates funded NGA and CCSSO 

to serve as the front organizations, 

selected key people to be on the 

standards development committees 

(mostly from testing agencies), and 

funded many organizations, including 

the Fordham Institute and the PTA, 

to promote its adoption.  Fordham 

was funded in particular to ensure 

that Common Core’s math and ELA 

standards (no matter what their condition) were given a high grade in a 

comparison review so that most states would accept the lie that CC’s standards 

were fewer, clearer, and more in-depth than whatever they had.  Most states 

were willing to accept this lie because the USDE dangled RttT funds before their 

eyes.  Gates and the USDE worked together on the incentives to states.  Gates 

also funded the writing of many states’ applications for RttT funds by hiring 

consultants to write the applications for them. 

 

 



2.  Myth (Lie):  Common Core’s standards were developed by the states—or by experts.   

Truth:  CC’s standards were written by people chosen by the Gates Foundation to 

write the standards: David Coleman and Jason Zimba, in particular. Coleman had no 

credentials for writing ELA standards, had never taught at any grade level, and was not 

a literary scholar.  (Nor had his associate—Susan Pimentel.  She had taught only in Head 

Start and had no degree in English.)  Zimba, too, had never taught in K-12 mathematics, 

and had no experience in developing or writing math standards.      

 3.   Myth (Lie):  Common Core’s standards are internationally benchmarked. 

Truth: Common Core’s standards were never internationally benchmarked because 

they couldn’t be.  They are about two 

grades lower than what most other 

countries accept as “college 

readiness”.   No countries have ever 

been mentioned by CCSSO as 

“benchmarking” countries. 

4.    Myth (Lie):  Common Core’s 

standards prepare students for college or 

university. 

Truth:  Jason Zimba told the 

Massachusetts Board of Education in 

March 2010 that college readiness in 

mathematics means readiness for 

admission to a non-selective community 

college.  (This is recorded in the minutes 

of the meeting.) 

5.   Myth (Lie):  Common Core’s ELA standards promote literary study. 

Truth:  Coleman’s 50/50 mandate requires English teachers to teach to 10 informational 

reading standards and 9 literary standards each year.  His mandate reduces literary 

study because English teachers must add informational texts to their curriculum.  There 

is no research base showing that an increase in informational reading in the English 

class leads to greater college readiness.  Just the contrary.  The evidence, historical 

and empirical, shows that a focus on reading and discussing complex literature in high 

school leads to college readiness.    



The Nation’s Best ELA Standards for FREE – Utah Should Switch 

Dr. Sandra Stotsky has just released a revision of Massachusetts’ already world-

class 2001 standards, for free to use by any school, district, or state. These 

standards were worked on by Dr. Stotsky with the DoE but never finalized when 

the privately created Common Core standards were foisted upon the states. 

“The 2001 edition of the Massachusetts ELA standards were already among the 

best in the nation. The 2010 draft manages to further strengthen these 

standards without losing any of the essential content or clarity. These standards 

are a model of clear, rigorous K-12 ELA content and expectations.” 

Utah should drop Common 

Core and adopt these ELA 

standards. 

Utah should then drop 

Common Core math 

standards. Dr. Jim Milgram at 

Stanford, an internationally 

recognized authority on 

standards and the only 

professional mathematician 

on the Common Core 

standards validation 

committee, refused to sign 

off on the Common Core math standards stating: 

“The Common Core standards claim to be ‘benchmarked against international 

standards’ but this phrase is meaningless.  They are actually two or more years 

behind international expectations by eighth grade, and only fall further behind 

as they talk about grades 8 – 12.  Indeed, they don’t even fully cover the 

material in a solid geometry course, or in the second year algebra course.” 

Utah could easily return to our A- rated 2007 standards, or we could adopt 

Massachusetts’ world class math standards which put it near the top of 

international rankings after just a few years. They have now downgraded to 

Common Core which is tragic for those children. 



Conclusion 

Common Core is the nationalizing and even globalizing of education. It is nothing 

more than the old outcome-based, school-to-work education nonsense that was 

defeated 20 years ago but with a new face and makeup to make it look good. 

Those who say otherwise cannot hear, speak, or see the facts for what they are. 

  

 “God has given to men all that is 

necessary for them to accomplish 

their destinies... persons are so 

constituted that they will develop 

themselves harmoniously in the 

clean air of liberty... And now that 

the legislators and do-gooders have 

so futilely inflicted so many systems 

upon society, may they finally end 

where they should have begun: 

May they reject all systems, and try 

liberty; for liberty is an 

acknowledgment of faith in God 

and His works.” – Frederick Bastiat 

 

What Can We Do? 

Drop Common Core and adopt Dr. Stotsky’s excellent and FREE ELA standards, 

and then adopt Massachusetts’ pre-Common Core math standards. These are 

the best available standards in the country and will set Utah children apart from 

the nation. 

Representing thousands of Utahans, we implore you as legislators to try 

freedom. Release school districts from education mandates and let them adopt 

whatever high standards they want to set for the children in their care. It’s not 

too late to protect Utah and preserve local control of education. 

 

www.UtahnsAgainstCommonCore.com 



 

 

 

 


